
 
 

 

 

 

  



Overview 

At the start of Holy Week, tears stream down Jesus’ face as he 
cries out, “If only you knew the things that make for peace!” From 
that moment, until a week later when the risen Jesus triumphantly 
declares, “Peace be with you,” Jesus spends each day of his final 
week confronting injustice, calling out oppressors, and contending 
for peace. 

But what if — despite all our familiarity with the events of Holy 
Week — we still don’t know how Jesus makes peace? And what if 
— despite clinging to the cross of Christ for our salvation — we’ve 
actually embraced a different approach to peacemaking? One 
that justifies killing enemies. One whose methods include nailing 
criminals to crosses. We often only consider that Jesus brings 
peace on Good Friday. But what if Jesus “waged peace” every 
single day of Holy Week?! 

This devotional resource is based on the book Fight Like Jesus by 
Jason Porterfield. It is a standalone resource, but if you want to go 
deeper, please buy the book — it’s worth it! Both the book and this 
resource unpack the radical vision of peacemaking that Jesus 
embodied throughout Holy Week. We’ll journey together through 
Jesus’ final week and discover anew why he is called the “Prince of 
Peace.”  
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Author bio 

Author Jason Porterfield has made his home in places abandoned 
by society, from Canada’s poorest neighbourhood to the slums of 
Indonesia. His passion is to cultivate God’s shalom wherever it is 
painfully absent and to help churches embrace their peacemaking 
vocation. 

In 2007, Jason joined Servants (servantsasia.org), an international 
network of Christian communities living and ministering among the 
urban poor. He was a founding member of the Servants team in 
Vancouver, started a new team in Indonesia, and directed 
operations in North America through 2015. 

Jason holds a master’s in theology from Fuller Theological 
Seminary and now lives in his riskiest location yet: next door to his 
in-laws! 
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https://servantsasia.org/


Ash Wednesday — Introduction 

A key to Holy Week 

Read the events of Jesus’ entry to Jerusalem as recorded in Luke 
19:28–44. What stands out to you? 

 

 
How do you define “peace”? What do you think it means to be a 
“peacemaker”? 

 

 
At the start of Holy Week, Jesus wept, crying out, “If only you knew 
the things that make for peace!” (Luke 19:42). Why do you think 
Jesus wept? When was a time you saw a group or nation pursue 
peace in a way that made you weep? 

 

 
Author Jason Porterfield makes the claim that Jesus contended for 
peace on each day of Holy Week. Given what you already know of 
the week, what are some ways Jesus “waged peace”? Did Jesus 
say or do anything during the week that seems to run contrary to 
your understanding of peace? 
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What is one conflict or injustice that personally affects you, or that 
you care deeply about seeing resolved? Keep this in mind as you 
engage with the following devotions. 

 

 
Christlike peacemakers seek shalom. Raised by devout Jewish 
parents, Jesus developed his understanding of peace from the 
Hebrew Scriptures (our Old Testament). There, a beautiful vision of 
shalom — which is the Hebrew word for peace — takes shape. 
Unlike how we often speak of peace, shalom denotes more than 
just the absence of violence. It indicates harmony, health, and 
wholeness in all aspects of life. Shalom exists when all our 
relationships are flourishing: our relationship with God, with each 
other, with creation, and even with ourselves. It is the state in which 
everything is as it ought to be, as God intends. (pg 24) 

Prayer 

Use the Lord’s prayer as an outline for your time in prayer. 
Have one person pray aloud each line, then pause and allow 

time for silence or for group members to offer a prayer prompted 
by the line prayed. 

Songs to consider for your time of prayer 

What a friend we have in Jesus (LH426) 

The prayer of St Francis (AT95) 

Blessed are the Merciful (Porter’s Gate) 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=2el5YwegO0M  
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https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=2el5YwegO0M


Lent 1 — Monday 

The whip of Christ 

Read the events of Jesus clearing the temple on Holy Monday as 
recorded in John 2:13–25. What stands out to you? 

 

 
Jason Porterfield suggests Jesus’ cleansing of the temple was not 
violent, but more likely a symbolic act to shine a light on the 
marginalised who were being exploited. Have you seen people use 
Jesus’ actions to justify violence? If so, how? 

 

 
What do you think is the difference between “pacifism” and 
“passivism”? 

 

 
A quote (often attributed to Blaise Pascal) reads, “Men never do 
evil so completely and cheerfully as when they do it from religious 
conviction.” Do you agree? How have you seen others justify evil by 
claiming their actions were motivated by “zeal for God” or 
“righteous anger”? 
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Jesus’ actions on Monday only temporarily suspended the temple’s 
exploitative practices. The dishonest money changers and animal 
sellers inevitably returned. Given that observation, what role do 
you think symbolic actions play in our efforts to make peace? 

 

 
Christlike peacemakers are not passive. Though Jesus whipped 
no people, one could argue that his actions still contradict his 
peace teaching. Jesus still appears to have been angry, assertive, 
and aggressive. He was still flipping over tables, pouring out coins, 
and giving the dove sellers a good tongue-lashing. Even if such 
actions are not violent, how do they square with Jesus’ approach to 
peacemaking? What if Jesus’ actions were motivated by the same 
kind of love [as a parent defending their helpless child]? (pg 53–54) 

Prayer 

With pen and paper, spend some time in silence asking God 
to guide your prayerful response to this study. Write down a 

short prayer of response. After a few minutes, you might like to 
share your written prayer in a time of corporate prayer. 

 

 
Songs to consider for your time of prayer 

Prepare the royal highway (LHS737) 

They were waiting (AT221) 

 Turning over tables (The Brilliance)  
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=cewLXaG3XsY   
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https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=cewLXaG3XsY


Lent 2 — Tuesday 

Truth-telling 

After his symbolic act in the temple, Jesus has various conflicts with 
religious leaders. Read his powerful truth-telling speech in Matthew 
23:13–32. What stands out to you? 

 

 
Porterfield writes: ‘James Tissot’s painting Woe unto You, Scribes 
and Pharisees depicts Jesus standing authoritatively in the temple, 
looking down upon the seated scribes and Pharisees. His arm is 
outstretched as he points an accusatory finger at them. Some of 
the religious leaders hang their heads in shame, while others 
appear combative. In the background stands a crowd of 
onlookers, watching with delight as this public shaming 
unfolds.’ (pg 78). Study the painting. What grabs you?  

 
Porterfield asks: ‘Are these woes — as Tissot’s painting suggests — 
a scathing critique intent on demonizing a group of religious 
leaders? Or are they a list of sorrowful warnings aimed at 
correcting the damaging effects of an immoral leadership? … What 
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if Jesus spoke these woes over the religious leaders not as a judge 
delivering a guilty verdict but as a parent pleading with his children 
to turn from their destructive ways? What if the intention behind 
the Seven Woes is that of restoration, not punishment?’ (pp 79–80) 

What “woes” are the powerless speaking over you? What would it 
look like to heed their warnings? 

 

 
Christlike peacemakers speak truth to power and listen with 
humility when such truth is spoken to them. When Jesus stood in 
the temple on Holy Tuesday and warned the scribes and Pharisees 
of their hypocrisy, he modeled the importance of speaking truth to 
power. The religious leaders’ actions were frustrating God’s good 
intentions for themselves and others. For peace to be restored, 
their destructive behavior needed to be addressed. (pg 83) 

Prayer 

Tongsung Kido is a form of prayer practiced by Korean 
congregations. Tongsung means ‘cry out together loudly’ 

and kido means ‘pray’, hence, ‘to pray together out loud.’ To pray in 
this way, you’ll need a method for keeping time, and five to ten 
specific prayer points agreed on as a group before you begin. 
Decide how long you will pray on each point, say 1 or 2 minutes. A 
leader then calls out the prayer point and sets the timer — then 
everyone simultaneously prays out loud for that point. After the 
agreed time the leader calls out the next prayer point, and so on. 
Finish with the Lord’s Prayer. In Korea this form of prayer is loud, 
almost boisterous. 

Songs to consider for your time of prayer 

Spirit of God, unseen as the wind (LHS776) 

Christ, be our light (AT313) 

Psalm Balm (Eikon) https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=U24fdocLTdI    
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https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=U24fdocLTdI


Lent 3 — Wednesday 

Fork in the road 

Wednesday — which marks the midpoint of Holy Week — feels like 
the eye of a cyclone. Despite the eerie calm, major developments 
are taking place behind closed doors. Read the account in Mark 
14:1–11. What stands out to you? 

 

 
Christlike peacemakers contend for peace from the margins of 
society, and from that vantage point they see the true, 
destructive nature of violence. Even in the brief glimpse we’ve 
been given into this woman’s life, we witness her being 
marginalized in multiple ways. No one asked for her name. No one 
offered her a seat at the table. And her hesitancy to speak in the 
presence of men was matched only by the disciples’ lack of 
hesitancy to speak out against her. Yet from her vantage point, 
having been pushed to the margins of society, this unnamed 
woman saw what Jesus’ disciples could not. (pg 109) 

Porterfield quotes: “Where you stand determines what you see.” 
(pg 109). How should this observation influence the way we assess 
conflicts and work for peace? 

 

 
Consider one conflict or injustice that personally affects you, or that 
you care deeply about. Where do you stand in relation to this 
matter? How does where you stand affect what you see?  
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Porterfield writes: ‘Situated in the halls of power, the Sanhedrin 
thought the path to peace required the use of violence. Given 
where they stood, I’m not surprised they came to this conclusion. 
They viewed the world from a position of power, and from that 
perspective they saw the wielding of power as the only real 
solution to their problems. Not so with Jesus. Jesus spent his days 
standing in solidarity with the marginalized.’ (pg 110). Think of and 
list some examples of groups or people who have used violence as 
the path to peace. Now think of and list some examples of groups 
or people who have stood with the marginalized. 

 

 
Prayer 

Consider the list you compiled of people who have stood 
with the marginalised. Take a few moments in the group 

identifying marginalised groups in the world. Spend some time 
praying for them. 

Songs to consider for your time of prayer 

The Lord’s my shepherd (LH387) 

The blind man sat by the road (AT23) 

Sorrowing song (AT286) https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=6WxtpPCUDMc  

 Little Things with great love (The Porter's Gate) 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=pm5VQAxdMrc  
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https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=6WxtpPCUDMc
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=pm5VQAxdMrc


Lent 4 — Thursday 

Birth of a new community 

On Thursday of Holy Week, after a day of relative calm, powerful 
forces rip Jesus’ community apart. One disciple betrays him. 
Another denies him. The rest abandon him. But before the account 
of the Last Supper and his arrest, Jesus gives birth to a new 
community. Read about this in John 13: 1–17, 31–38. What stands out? 

 

 
During the Last Supper, Jesus washes feet and gives his followers a 
new love command. What can we learn about Jesus’ approach to 
peacemaking from these events? And what can be learned about 
peacemaking from the meal of the Last Supper itself? 

 

 
Porterfield writes: ‘Christian peacemakers should strive to form 
communities that model on a small scale the peace they seek to 
cultivate on a grand scale.’ (pg 130). Do you agree? If so, how will 
this insight change the way you work for peace? 
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Christlike peacemakers form communities of love that welcome 
others in so that they can experience Christ’s love. One person 
can talk about the love of Christ, and those within earshot can 
listen. For many Christians, this aptly describes the full extent of 
their church experience: they show up for an hour each week, 
listen to a sermon, and then go their separate ways. The best 
possible outcome of such a scenario is that those who listened will 
conclude, “Wow! I have just heard amazing things about God’s 
love.” … When you have two people committed to loving each other 
as Christ has loved them, a relationship now exists. These two 
people can demonstrate the love of Christ in the way they care for 
each other. The best possible outcome is that others will gather 
around, observe the relationship, and conclude, “No longer have I 
just heard about God’s love. Now, I have seen it in action.” … [But] 
once you have at least three people who are committed to loving 
each other as Christ has loved them, a community now exists. And 
the power of such a community lies in its potential to create a 
space into which others can be invited so that they might 
experience Christ’s love. No longer will they simply hear about the 
love of Christ. Nor will they merely see God’s love being 
demonstrated. In community, people can actually experience 
God’s transforming love. (pp. 128-130) 

Prayer 

Conclude this study with a time of shared silent prayer. 
Have someone set a timer for ten minutes, sit comfortably 

in a straight-backed chair with your feet flat on the floor and allow 
your thoughts to settle, perhaps pondering the words that you 
have heard over the course of the study. After ten minutes 
conclude with spoken prayer or the Lord’s Prayer. (Warning: ten 
minutes of silence may feel like a long time!) 

Songs to consider for your time of prayer  

A new commandment I give unto you (LHS853/AT65) 

And we stood right there (Leigh Newton, AT335) 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=6B_U5X-J9KI   
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https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=6B_U5X-J9KI


Lent 5 — Friday 

Trial before Pilate 

Porterfield writes: ‘According to historical records, Rome had 
recently rescinded the Jewish people’s right to execute anyone.           
In order to have Jesus put to death, the Sanhedrin needed Pilate’s 
approval.’ Read the account of Jesus’ trial before Pilate in Mark 15:1–
15. What stands out to you? 

 

 
Barabbas was an insurrectionist who murdered someone in a past 
uprising (cf. Mark 15:7; Luke 23:19; John 18:40). In other words, 
Barabbas was a violent revolutionary — albeit a failed one. 
Imagine for a moment that you are Barabbas. How would you feel 
that Jesus of Nazareth has taken your place on death row? 

 

 
Porterfield writes, “If we choose the Barabbas way of making 
peace, we have rejected Jesus. And conversely, to embrace the 
Jesus way of making peace, we must reject the Barabbas 
alternative” (p. 155). Do you agree? Share your thoughts. 
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In the aftermath of apartheid in South Africa, Archbishop 
Desmond Tutu often remarked, “There is no future without 
forgiveness.” What do you think he meant by this? How have you 
seen forgiveness break the cycle of violence? How have you seen 
forgiveness used as a cop-out to let injustice continue? 

 

 

 
To embrace Jesus’ way of making peace, Christlike 
peacemakers must reject the Barabbas alternative. Throughout 
Holy Week, two competing ways of making peace collide. And 
now, as two rival messiahs stand before us, we must choose 
between the two approaches to peacemaking they represent. 
This is the fundamental decision confronting us on Good Friday. As 
Brian Zahnd summarizes the options: “Jesus of Nazareth calls us to 
the way of peace by loving our enemies and the practice of radical 
forgiveness. Jesus Barabbas is willing to fight our wars and kill our 
enemies in the name of freedom.” (pp. 154-155) 

Prayer 

Choose a psalm such as Psalm 3 or 30 and use it as an 
outline for prayer. Read each verse or stanza slowly and 

then pause allowing people to pray either silently or out loud in 
response to each verse or stanza. 

Songs to consider for your time of prayer 

My Lord, you wore no royal crown (LHS789) 

The summons (AT413) 

We labour unto glory (The Porter's Gate) 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=cRuPZCXShg4  
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https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=cRuPZCXShg4


Palm Sunday 

A subversive entry to Jerusalem 

Read the account of Jesus’ first Palm Sunday entry into Jerusalem 
in John 12:12–19. What stands out to you? 

 

 
How does your congregation commemorate Palm Sunday? How 
do you think this has influenced your understanding of the day? 

 

 
Considering the crowd’s actions, what kind of messiah did the 
people expect Jesus to be? How does Jesus’ not-so-triumphal 
entry serve as a corrective to the crowd’s expectations of him?  
E.g. what does it mean that he rides on a young donkey, not a 
white stallion? 

 

 
 

Christlike peacemakers move toward conflict. Instead of running 
from conflict, Christlike peacemakers boldly move toward it. They 
don’t ignore it. They don’t hide from it. They don’t pretend it doesn’t 
exist. Rather, they willingly go where the need for just change is 
greatest. On the first day of Holy Week, Jesus rode into Jerusalem 
knowing full well that confrontation awaited him there. (pg 38) 

 

On Palm Sunday, Jesus moved toward conflict instead of dabbling 
in peacemaking from a safe distance.  
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Is there a conflict you’ve been avoiding? What might it look like for 
you to move toward that conflict with the goal of cultivating 
peace? 

 

 
Rome used the threat of force to maintain peace in Jerusalem 
during Passover. What role does force, and the threat of force, play 
in your own country’s efforts — be they foreign or domestic — to 
make and maintain peace? 

 

 
Prayer 

Listen to or read the words of Instrument of Peace by The 
Porter's Gate (based on words spoken by St Francis). Turn 

them into your prayer. 

Lord, make me an instrument of peace. 
Where there is hatred, let me sow love. 
Where there is darkness, let me sow light. 
For in the giving, we shall receive. 
And in the dying, we’re given life. 

Lord, make me an instrument of peace. 
Where there is sorrow, let me sow hope. 
Where there is doubt, let me sow faith. 
Where there is injury, your pardon give. 
Your consolation to those in pain. 

Songs to consider for your time of prayer 

Peace like a river (AT70) 

Instrument of Peace (The Porter's Gate)     
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=d0ZYPpqcIP0  

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=d0ZYPpqcIP0


Holy Saturday 

Waiting in the dark 

Read the account of Jesus’ death and burial in Luke 23:44–56.  
What stands out to you? 

 

 
Christlike peacemakers endure the darkest of days, trusting 
that God is at work even when God appears absent. 
Peacemaking can be hard, discouraging work. The destructive 
forces plaguing our communities often seem unstoppable. Yet 
even on days when all hope feels lost, Saturday reminds us that 
Jesus is at work, robbing the grave and plundering even the 
darkest of hells. This lesson does not mean we deny the reality of 
death and suffering around us. Rather, Holy Saturday gives us the 
courage to remain immersed in such realities. (pg. 170).  

 

Peacemaking can be hard, discouraging work. Yet Holy Saturday 
reminds us to press on even when it feels as if God is absent, and 
hate has won. If you’re willing, share about a season in your life that 
felt like Holy Saturday. Did Sunday ever come? If not yet, how can 
the group pray and support you during this trying time? 
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Has your understanding of Holy Week deepened through reading 
this devotional resource (and if you were able, reading the book 
Fight Like Jesus)? If so, how has it changed? 

 

 
Now that you’ve seen how Jesus made peace during Holy Week, 
what will you do with this knowledge? How will it change the way 
you contend for peace from here on out? 

 

 
Prayer 

As a final act of prayer, you might like to bring one another a 
blessing. Break into pairs and then spend some time prayerfully 
creating a blessing for your partner. Then spend some time 
praying for the other person and concluding with the blessing you 
have written for them. If you are by yourself, write a blessing and 
pray it aloud. 

Songs to consider for your time of prayer 

O Sacred Head now wounded (LH52) 

Jesus dying on the cross (LHS754) 

The night song (City Alight) 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=tBraI_mU1O4 

Lamb of God (Salt of the Sound)  
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=K5JLMjIoG9s 
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https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=tBraI_mU1O4
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=K5JLMjIoG9s


 

 


